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The job losses were staggering in Lenoir—over 6,000 jobs lost in furniture manufacturing from May of 2000 until 2006. Local schools saw the numbers of students needing free or reduced lunches double and the emergency room at Caldwell Memorial Hospital faced growing numbers of people seeking medical care who had no health insurance as the result of losing their jobs. 

In the face of these economic and social changes, community leaders stepped forward with some bold moves. The Lenoir City Council began the first major infrastructure improvement in the central business district of Lenoir in over thirty years. Local entrepreneurs purchased downtown buildings—over twenty-two of them—many in horrible disrepair from years of declining investment in downtown. With support from the Caldwell Arts Council, local sculptors created an outdoor gallery of sculpture to add life and vitality to downtown streets. 

Caldwell Memorial Hospital, the Helping Hands Clinic, local physicians and pharmacies and over 200 volunteers founded the Caldwell Health Access Program (C.H.A.P.), promising not only health care for the uninsured, but dedicated care with a primary physician instead of fragmented care. 

Building on the region’s strong heritage in music, the Lenoir High School Foundation began operation of the James C. Harper School of Performing Arts with the goal of providing the highest quality of music instruction to children and adults regardless of their financial ability to pay for lessons. 

In less than four years, the success of each of these initiatives created a new sense of optimism and a pride in community that led Lenoir to seek and win the coveted title of an All-America City in Tampa, Florida in June of this year. 
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